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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
INLAND WETLAND & WATERCOURSES AGENCY 

SPECIAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020 
On Line/Via WebEx & telephone 

7:00 pm 
  

MINUTES   

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a special meeting on Wednesday, October 21, 

2020 via WebEx teleconference and telephone, James Sullivan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:01 

o’clock, p.m.  with the following participating: 

 Commissioners:  Chris Borowy, Matthew Bunko, David Byrne, Greg Ali, William Kowalewski & 

Bethany Solury* 

 Alternates: Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio:  David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner 

 (*Joined meeting in progress.) 

      Absent: Jessica Smith, Alternate  

 The Chair seated Alternate Commissioner Ives for Commissioner Solury.  A quorum was 

determined.         

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was waived. 

 

James Sullivan, Chair, presiding: 

 

Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of October 1, 2020 

 The Chair pointed out the Minutes of the August meeting have to be approved.  We had no 

meeting in September.  It would be the regular meeting of August 6, 20220. 

 Mr. Borowy said he was present at the meeting and has read the Minutes.  He moved to 

approve as presented.  Mr. Byrne seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 The Chair noted Commissioner Solury has joined the meeting and can take her regular seat.  

That gives us a full house.  

 

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action 

 Nothing this evening. 

 



Conservation Commission – October 21, 2020 
 

2 
 

Inland Wetland/FF Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1282 – Application of Lovley Development Inc., seeking to 

temporarily disturb 319 square feet of a watercourse for a sewer line install.  Property located at 45 

Pacer Lane. 

 Mark Lovley, President of Lovley Development, 710 Main Street, Plantsville, CT.  When we 

looked at doing this subdivision which is a little over 5 acres at 45 Pacer Lane, Jim Grappone asked us if 

we would investigate bringing in sewers up through Southfork.  Some of those systems are over 18 years 

old and they’re calling the sewer department to see if they can tie into the sewer system as some of the 

systems are starting to fail because of their age. 

 Sev did go out and take pictures of the area we are planning to come through.  It will be a 

temporary thing. David Lord did do a report.   Jim Grappone has asked us to use ductile iron in that area 

where we will make the crossing. 

 Sev Bovino, Planner with Kratzert, Jones & Associates representing the applicant presented.  He 

said the map P-2 would be useful to have on the screen.   The green color shaded area indicates the 

wetland.   

 He said that Mark Lovley just spoke and introduced you to the reason we are doing this.  We are 

serving an age restricted community to the south of this.  There is an existing main line to the north of 

the watercourse.  We are picking up the sewer at that location, crossing the watercourse and going 

between houses numbered 42 and 52 to the existing Southfork Road and then eventually to the project. 

 The crossing is about 30 feet wide.  The dept of the crossing at the wetlands is about 3 feet.  

Very minimal. 

 We have a diversion pipe in case there is water flow through there.  We have a filter berm 

proposed on the down gradient of the pipe.  Silt fences are proposed.  All appropriate notes are on the 

plans. 

 If we encounter water, it will be pumped to a filter bag to prevent any siltation.    

 The area will be immediately stabilized with seeded erosion blankets for immediate stabilization 

right after the cut is made and backfilled. 

 The soil reports were submitted.  The wetland line is shown on the map. 

 I took pictures.  It is a short crossing.  We’ve revised the plans to reflect staff comments. 

 We are disturbing 319 sf of wetlands which is temporary in nature.  That’s our request for you to 

look at and vote on. 

 The Chair brought up the easement with the high-tension wires coming through the same area.  

Mr. Bovino said that is not in the wetlands.  The wetland area is between house #42 and 52 Southfork.  

You have to walk down in between the two houses.  To the right there is a row of arborvitaes with a 

chain link fence.  In the watercourse there is nothing.  Just sugar maples, swamp maples growing in the 

area.  Then there is a rise up to the sewer main to the north side of the watercourse.   The crossing is not 

near the project itself.  It’s probably 400 feet or more north of it. 
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 When we did the subdivision years ago, we left a water line and a sewer line easement between 

those two houses.  That’s why you see the unusual distance there. 

 (Map on the screen) 

 The CL&P easement to the north of the project was pointed out.  And, we’ll go north of that 

along the roadway and we’re going to cut in between houses 42 & 52.         

 The cul de sac was pointed out.  We are going to run the line between the cul de sac and the 

new project area.  That is not a wetland area.  The wetland area is down gradient.  You can see the dip in 

the grade if you look at the profile (on the screen). 

 The diversion pipe and filter bag proposed was pointed out.  That short distance is wetland soils. 

 As for the rest of the project, there is no wetlands impact. 

 Discussion of there already being a cut through on the pavement for the entrance to the project.  

There is a radius installed, a sidewalk ramp and the catch basins already in place. 

 Mr. Borowy asked about the wetlands crossing where the activity is proposed, that’s not any 

flowing water right now, correct?  Mr. Bovino said there was no flowing water when he took the 

pictures.  There may be some now because of the heavy rains we had.  Mr. Borowy said there was 

nothing a couple of days ago when he went either. 

 The soils are very sandy.  Even with a couple of inches of rain, most has been absorbed added 

Mr. Bovino.    

 Discussion of the items on the checklist.    Mr. Lavallee pointed out Mr. Bovino said he would 

apply the wetland items to any revisions of the plans.   Mr. Bovino advised he had revised the plans to 

reflect the comments and the list of comments and responses were attached and submitted.  Basically, 

we agreed with everything Dave recommended in terms of erosion controls and rip rap, those kinds of 

things.  We created a landscape plan.   All wetlands comments were taken care of. 

 Mr. Bovino further added we are using swales quite a bit for low impact development on the 

southerly side and in the center of the plan.  (Indicated)   Low points will capture water and they’ll be 

able to infiltrate the water with runoff eventually to the west into another detention area.   Eventually, 

it flows into the drainage ditch to the west.   There are no wetlands associated with the drainage ditch. 

 David Lord submitted two reports as he looked at two areas added Mr. Bovino. 

 Mr. Borowy asked Mr. Lavallee is there were anything he’d want to bring up.  Are you satisfied 

with all the wetland concerns both the northwest section from the area that is not directly on site and 

the crossing and stormwater on the site?  Mr. Lavallee said the checklist relates to development of the 

entire site itself.  There is not a direct discharge into a wetland but it finds its way down there.  Water 

quality is still addressed. 

 Mr. Bovino advised the slopes of the pipes and the proposed grades are very flat.   There is no 

high velocity when the heavy storms come.  With all the low areas proposed in between, you will have a 

high-water quality. 
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 Mr. Lavallee said with these types of developments you have narrower and shorter roads.  You 

can use more low impact development tools.  A lot more flexibility. 

 Mr. Bovino said the road is 20 feet wide.  Normally it is 24 or 26 feet wide. 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to approve the application, IW #1282, providing all stipulations are met 

from the list Mr. Lavallee presented.  Mr. Borowy seconded.   Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

 

Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee advised planning & zoning passed the 8-24 for the development rights for the 

stables on Laning Street.   The Chair felt that was an excellent choice.  To keep connecting the parcels to 

that is a good idea, a nice piece of land there between the Novick and Griffin properties that exist there 

already.    

 Mr. Lavallee advised the pollinator garden survived.  Only two shrubs needed to be replaced.  

Volunteers are welcome to go up and weed. If you walk through, just pull some weeds out.  Keep us 

happy.   The Chair noted there is quite a bit of use of the space as he sees a number of cars there when 

passing by. 

 Mr. Lavallee said there are two new items for the next regular meeting. 

 

Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Kowalewski seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


